August 1967 



Mi*. Alan E. Helseth 
Executive Director 

Louisians American Civil Liberties Union 

1911 Terpsichore Street 

Sew OrloRnr., Louisiana 70013 

Dear Mr. Helaeth: 

Your letter of August 19 is not really responsive. It continuos the 
evasions that you have consistently practised. 

The record of the ACLC Is much too good to have been thus contami- 
nated. It is also too good for ms to battle with it. 

However. I must correct you when you say I made "demands". I did not. 

I intended to point out that, qhere the other traditional interests of 
the ACLA. es in a free press, were immediately Involved and by actions 
of both the federal government end the west radical fringe cf the ir- 
responsible radical right, you were silent and found en ally (to whom 
you are welcome). 

But it must be obvious that in this case frivolous suits were fildd 
for nthe ulterior purposes in which they succeeded, suppression of book 
and intimidation of witnesses. Here you have a real case of the in- 
timidation of a witness in the Garrison investigation. It is on the 
other side. You ere silent. The character of the suits ia without 
question. 

The suit against me was tossed out of court. It cost $1,000 plus to 
defend this action. The distributor has not decided to offer the book. 
His fear is clear. So is the loss of one freedom and the denial to the 
people of Louisiana of access to informs tion. 

I really hove no complaint egainst the Texas ACLU, os you would know 
if you had read my books. I pointed out the difference in ACLU atti- 
tudes and the consequences. 

You persist in s damaging dishonesty, the utterly false charges you 
made egainst me. If you had the slightest idea of whet you talk about 
before you sound off, then you would know the opposite of what you 
charged is true. The record shows I made available to you the proof 
cf your falsehood and you did nothing. 

On the essence of hhe charge, which certainly did not originate with 
the National ACLU, again I am confident that you hsve no personal know- 
ledge of what the NBC personnel did and did not do. I do, I offered 
it to you as I did to NBC. You declined. That is your option. Also 
your measure. And if you want the neme of a responsible newsman who 
recently spent some time with Besuboeuf (who voluntarily told him no 
effort was made to corrupt him), I can now give you that. 



Mr. Helseth - 2 

If you knew anything about the fact, you would not be proud of asso- 
elation with what NBC has done. 

You will ultimately learn the truth of the Hew Orleans part of the 
assassination story. Until then. I assure you lay work is my own and 
that my book was written and in the mail ten days before I went to 
Hew Orleans. The eadtions after I was there will be obvious. They 
are labeled, st the beginning and the end. 

I hope the ACLU will have as much interest in the persistent and con- 
tinuing interferences with my mail, especially on this aspect of the 
subject, part of which is documented in that book. For the rest, I 
refer you to the Washington office of the Tines of London, which has 
yo u. , Ci ter more than two weeks, to receive the copy of the manuscript 
ns lied by my agent in Now York. 

Above ell, I regret this intrusion of the ACLU into a court proceeding 
that is act only in itself entitled to independence but constitutes rn 
a d vance prejudicing of all potential Jurors and, to the degree the good 
name of the ACLU means anything, a conditioning of the ninda of the 
judges. Heed I mention the already biased press? 

Your failure to get the available tape of what I reelly sold when. I 
left the grand jury room permits me to say that I think we understand 
each other. You r.re not man enough to face whet you have done. Es- 
pecially because I did exactly the opposite of v;het is the eassnes of 
your accusation is this disreputable. That you should know from the 
New Orleans papers alone. 

Anc you have added another shameful chapter to the altroady too-sad 
story of the fcasfiesinktlon, its official "investigation" and the total 
abdication of the lawyers and the other intellectuals when our society 
rieacaci them so badly. 



Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 



cc: Mr. John do J, Pemberton, Jr. 

T6xes ACLU 



